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Health  Department, 
22  York  Place, 
Perth, 

June,  1959. 

To  the  Lord  Provost,  Magistrates  and  Councillors  of  the  City  and  Royal 
Burgh  of  Perth,  and  to  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  nth  Annual  Report  as  Medical  Officer 
Df  Health  of  the  City  of  Perth  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1958. 

In  September  the  programme  of  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis 
was  extended  to  include  persons  aged  15  to  24  years  inclusive  and  also 
:o  offer  third  doses  to  those  already  vaccinated.  This  imposed  a very 
aeavy  burden  on  the  staff  of  the  department,  both  clerical  and  medical. 
At  the  time  of  writing  85  per  cent  of  all  children  under  15  years  and  58 
oer  cent  of  persons  over  15  years  have  now  been  immunised. 

I would  once  again  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Lord  Provost, 
ind  the  Convener  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  interest 
ind  support  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  during  1958. 

To  all  the  members  of  the  staff  of  the  department  I should  like  to  extend 
my  warmest  thanks  for  a good  year’s  work. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  M.  AITKEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  City  of  Perth  for  the  Year  1958. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population:  The  population  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  at 
30th  June,  1958,  was  40,964,  being  an  increase  of  45  compared  with  the 
1957  figure.  The  population  density  is  9.6  per  acre. 

Birth  Rate:  There  was  an  increase  of  34  in  the  corrected  number  of 
births  for  1958  as  compared  with  the  1957  figure.  The  actual  birth  rate 
was  17.5  which  is  considerably  lower  than  the  rate  for  Scotland  which 
was  19.2  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  rate  for  large  burghs  was  20.7. 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate:  The  illegitimate  birth  rate  fell  to  4.7  compared 
with  5.8  per  100  births  for  1957.  The  rate  for  Scotland  was  4.1  and  for 
large  burghs  3.6. 

Still  Birth  Rate:  The  still  birth  rate  showed  a considerable  increase 
being  15  per  1,000  births  as  compared  with  7 for  the  previous  year.  The 
rate  for  large  burghs  was  25  and  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  23. 

Death  Rate:  The  death  rate  for  1958  was  12.9  per  1,000  of  the  population 
compared  with  1 1 .4  for  the  previous  year.  The  rate  adjusted  for  age  and 
sex  distribution  was  11.7.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  was  12  and 
for  large  burghs  11.3. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate:  The  infant  mortality  rate  was  33  per  1,000  five 
births,  being  an  increase  on  the  1957  figure  which  was  20.  The  rate 
for  the  whole  of  Scotland  was  28  and  for  large  burghs  29. 

Maternal  Deaths:  There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year.  The 
rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  was  .5  per  1,000  births.  It  is  interesting 
to  record  that  this  is  the  sixth  successive  year  in  which  there  has  been 
no  maternal  death.  In  other  words  4,047  confinements  have  been  con- 
ducted without  a single  death  of  a mother  due  to  puerperal  causes. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis:  During  the  year  there  were  5 deaths  from 
this  disease,  giving  a death  rate  of  .12  per  1,000  of  the  population,  this  rate 
being  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland 
was  .13  and  for  large  burghs  .15.  All  the  deaths  were  due  to  respiratory 
tuberculosis. 

Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases:  During  the  year  there  was  only  one 
death  due  to  the  principal  infectious  diseases,  giving  a death  rat^L° 
.02  per  1,000  of  the  population.  This  death  was  due  to  influenza,  d e 
rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  was  .03  and  for  large  burghs  .02. 
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Deaths  from  Cancer:  Of  the  deaths  registered  93  were  due  to  cancer, 
being  an  increase  of  3 from  the  previous  year,  and  giving  a death  rate  of 
2.27  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  was 
2.09. 

Marriages:  The  number  of  marriages  registered  in  the  district  was  430 
giving  a rate  of  10.5.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  was  8.0  and  9.0 
for  large  burghs. 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics  : There  was  an  increase  of  584  in 
the  number  of  attendances  at  the  ante-natal  clinic  compared  with  the 
attendances  during  1957,  the  total  number  of  attendances  being  7415  of 
which  4726  were  in  respect  of  City  patients.  A total  of  1140  persons 
attended  during  the  year,  and  of  that  number  529  were  resident  in  the  City. 
During  the  year  442  patients  attended  for  post-natal  examination,  310  of 
these  being  resident  in  the  City.  The  new  ante-natal  clinic  at  Perth  Royal 
Infirmary  was  opened  on  18th  August.  The  former  premises  at  Dunkeld 
Road  continue  to  be  used  for  child  welfare  purposes. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics  : The  attendances  at  these  clinics  during  the  year 
totalled  11,788  compared  with  11,930  for  1957.  Again  I should  like  to 
thank  the  members  of  the  Ladies  Committee  for  the  work  they  do  at  the 
Child  Welfare  Centres.  The  following  ladies  gave  their  services  volun- 
tarily during  the  past  year: — 

Mrs.  Andrews,  1 Murray  Crescent. 

Mrs.  Panton,  Muirend,  Burghmuir. 

Mrs.  Douglas,  Langley  Cottages,  Scone. 

Miss  McDonald,  23  Oakbank  Road. 

Mrs.  Campbell,  26  Primrose  Crescent. 

With  the  opening  of  the  clinic  at  the  Letham  Church  Hall  in  1957, 
four  doctors’  consultation  clinics  for  child  welfare  are  now  held  each  week 
in  the  City.  The  Letham  Clinic  increases  in  popularity  and  the  attendances 
at  the  various  clinics  are  as  follows: — 

South  Street  Clinic  (2  sessions  weekly)  6,377 
Muirton  Clinic  (1  session  weekly)  2,521 

Letham  Clinic  (1  session  weekly)  2,890 

It  is  with  considerable  pleasure  that  I once  again  offer  my  thanks  to  the 
following  ladies  of  Letham  Church  who  have  given  their  services  at  the 
clinic  during  the  year  : — 

Mrs.  Brown,  52  Fairies  Road. 

Mrs.  McPherson,  23  Tummel  Road. 

Mrs.  MacCallum,  157  Rannoch  Road. 

Mrs.  Gow,  149  Tweedsmuir  Road. 

Mothercraft  Classes  : During  the  year  27  special  sessions  were  arranged 
at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  for  the  purpose  of  talks  and  demonstrations  to 
expectant  mothers.  The  total  attendances  at  these  classes  was  130. 
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Premature  Infants  : It  was  not  necessary  to  transfer  any  premature 
infant  to  Perth  Royal  Infirmary  for  special  care  and  attention. 

Of  the  704  births  in  respect  of  persons  whose  usual  place  of  residence 
was  within  the  City,  76  were  premature,  and  of  this  number  3 were 
bom  at  home  and  73  in  hospital. 

Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Children : 3 unmarried  mothers 
and  their  children  whose  permanent  address  was  within  the  City,  were 
provided  with  care  and  attention  at  Melville  House,  129  Scott  Street. 
During  the  year  this  voluntary  organisation  carried  out  the  work  connected 
with  nine  adoption  cases. 


Welfare  Foods  Department  : The  following  Welfare  Foods  have  been 
sold  at  the  Distribution  Centre  at  22  York  Place  and  at  the  Child  Welfare 
Clinics  : — 


22  York  Place 


Child  Welfare  Clinics 


National  Dried 

1954+ 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958  1954 

1955 

Milk  (Tins)  . 
Cod  Liver  Oil 

11669 

17695 

17968 

13948 

1275 1 6301 

53ii 

(Bottles) 
Orange  luice 

1800 

4047 

3327 

2956 

1621  1304 

1570 

(Bottles) 
Vitamin  Tablets 

9935 

23460 

23236  24793 

13248*7184 

8994 

(Packets) 

61 1 

1557 

t 

1349  1352  1258  156 

Since  28th  lune. 

448 

* As  from  1st  November,  1957,  orange  juice  is  only  available  for  children  up 
to  two  years  of  age  instead  of  5 years. 


In  addition  the  following  proprietary  foods  were  sold  at  the  Child 
Welfare  Clinics  during  the  year: — 

3635  packets  of  dried  milk. 

999  vitamin  preparations. 

333  packets  of  cereals. 

407  other  foods. 

39  instruction  books. 


Day  Nursery  : The  number  of  attendances  at  Florence  Place  Day  Nursery 
during  the  year  was  9908.  The  average  daily  attendance  during  the  year 
was  39. 

On  15th  December,  1958,  the  charges  for  the  Nursery  were  revised  as 
follows  : — 


Income  : 

Up  to  £5  10/-  per  week 
£5  10/-  to  £7  per  week 
£7  to  £S  per  week  ... 
£8  to  £9  per  week  ... 
£9  to  £10  per  week  ... 
£10  and  over  per  week 


Old  Rate 

2/- 

3/- 

4/- 

5/" 

6/- 

8/- 


New  Rate 
2/-  per  day. 
3/-  35  ” 

4/“  33  33 

6/~  a 33 

7/-  33  33 

10/-  „ „ 
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Discretionary  powers  were  granted  to  waive  or  reduce  the  charge  in  cases 
where  the  income  is  under  £5  10/-  per  week,  and  in  cases  where  more  than 
one  child  in  a family  is  attending  the  Nursery. 

Training  of  Nursery  Nurses  : The  scheme  for  training  of  nursery  nurses 
continued  as  formerly.  During  the  year  2 students  completed  their  first 
year  and  2 their  second  year  of  training.  Two  students  passed  the  examin- 
ation and  gained  the  Nursery  Nurses  Certificate. 

Children’s  Homes  : During  the  year  45  children  under  5 years  of  age 
and  15  over  5 years  of  age  were  admitted  to  the  Children’s  Homes.  The 
medical  treatment  continues  to  be  provided  by  each  child’s  family  doctor. 
The  Medical  Officers  of  the  Health  Department  continue  to  pay  regular 
visits  to  the  Homes. 

Nurseries  and  Child-Minders  Act : Two  persons  continue  to  be 
registered  under  the  Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Act.  They  are  both  in 
charge  of  kindergarten  schools  for  15  and  13  children  respectively.  The 
premises  were  regularly  inspected. 

Dental  Care  : During  the  year  1412  applications  were  received  under  the 
priority  dental  scheme.  There  were  400  applications  in  respect  of  expect- 
ant mothers,  435  in  respect  of  nursing  mothers,  and  577  in  respect  of  pre- 
school children.  Fees  paid  to  dentists  in  practice  under  the  scheme 
amounted  to  £485  15/-. 

Birth  Notifications  : There  were  1230  births  notified  as  occurring  within 
the  City,  being  an  increase  of  37  from  the  previous  year.  In  704  cases 
the  usual  place  of  residence  was  within  the  City  and  was  an  increase  of 
73  compared  with  the  1957  figure.  31.5  per  cent  of  the  City  births  were 
confined  at  home  ; 82  per  cent  of  all  the  births  occurred  in  maternity 
hospitals  or  nursing  homes. 

Infant  Mortality  : There  was  an  increase  in  the  infant  mortality'  rate, 
the  figure  for  1958  being  33  per  1,000  births  as  compared  with  20  for  the 
previous  year.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  was  28  and  for  large 
burghs  29. 

75  per  cent  of  the  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  occurred  in  the 
first  month  of  life  as  compared  with  71  per  cent  during  1957.  Of  the 
deaths  occurring  in  the  first  month  of  life,  12  occurred  within  48  hours  of 
birth.  In  all  of  these  cases  the  mothers  were  confined  in  hospital.  For 
the  causes  of  death  reference  should  be  made  to  Table  No.  4. 

The  peri-natal  mortality'  rate  which  takes  account  of  still  births  and  deaths 
of  infants  during  the  first  4 weeks  of  life  was  40  per  1,000  births. 

Prevention  of  Break-up  of  Families  : A total  of  40  cases  were  dealt 
with  throughout  the  year. 

Marriage  Guidance  Council  : Some  22  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the 
year.  There  is  still  an  urgent  need  for  suitable  persons  to  train  as  counsel- 
lors for  this  very  important  work. 
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Family  Planning  Clinic  : During  the  year  the  number  of  attendances  at 
this  Clinic  totalled  690.  Of  the  151  new  cases  who  attended  during  the 
year  74  belonged  to  the  City  of  Perth,  64  to  the  County  and  13  to  other 
areas. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 

Medical  Inspections  : During  the  year  the  Medical  Officers  of  the 
Health  Department  carried  out  2432  routine  medical  inspections.  In 
addition  13 1 special  examinations,  527  vision  examinations,  318  examina- 
tions of  employed  children,  and  701  re-examinations  were  carried  out. 
23,503  examinations  were  carried  out  by  the  school  nurses,  principally  in 
connection  with  cleanliness  inspections  and  the  follow-up  of  children  found 
to  be  suffering  from  defects  at  routine  medical  inspections. 

As  a result  of  the  routine  medical  inspections  it  was  found  that  76  per 
cent  of  the  children  examined  were  healthy.  .5  per  cent  showed  evidence 
of  dirty  heads  ; 1.9  per  cent  of  the  children  examined  suffered  from 
squints  ; 10.8  of  all  the  children  examined  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
some  abnormality  of  the  ear,  nose  and  throat,  and  24  per  cent  of  all  those 
examined  suffered  from  other  defects. 

A synopsis  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department  is  con- 
tained in  Tables  Nos.  8 to  10.  For  more  detailed  information  reference 
should  be  made  to  the  report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  : Of  the  573  children  born  during  1945  wh°  attended 
City  schools,  acceptance  for  B.C.G.  vaccination  was  received  in  respect 
of  532,  giving  an  acceptance  rate  of  92.8  per  cent.  During  1958,  374 
children  were  tested  under  this  scheme,  and  of  those  tested  329  received 
B.C.G.  vaccine.  In  addition  475  children  who  had  been  vaccinated  pre- 
viously were  retested  and  all  but  24  of  them  showed  a positive  reaction. 

Since  the  scheme  started  in  1953,  3985  children  have  been  tested  and 
2973  received  B.C.G.  vaccine. 

DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY. 

8 full-time  Nurse/Midwives  continue  to  be  employed  and  one  midwife 
in  private  practice  is  still  employed  on  a case  basis. 

During  the  year  7 pupil  midwives  from  Perth  Royal  Infirmary  received 
instruction  and  training  from  the  nurses  on  the  district.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  gave  two  courses  of  five  lectures  each  to  the  pupil  mid- 
wives at  the  Maternity  Department  of  the  Infirmary. 

Transport  Arrangements  : The  transport  arrangements  as  outlined  in 
last  year’s  report  continue  to  prove  extremely  satisfactory.  Consideration 
will  however  require  to  be  given  in  the  near  future  for  the  purchase  of  a 
car  to  replace  the  one  which  has  been  in  use  during  the  past  nine  years. 

Maternity  Outfits  : Outfits  continue  to  be  provided  to  maternity  cases, 
distribution  being  undertaken  by  the  midwife  in  charge  of  the  case  or  y 
the  patient  or  a relative  calling  at  the  Health  Department  to  collect  the 
container. 
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Supervision  of  Midwives  : The  equipment  and  records  of  the  midwives 
practising  in  the  area  are  inspected  at  regular  intervals  by  the  Superin- 
tendent Nursing  Officer  in  her  capacity  as  Supervisor  of  Midwives. 

Domiciliary  Confinements:  258  applications  for  maternity  services  were 
received  during  the  year.  This  number  compares  with  234  during  1957. 
222  confinements  were  conducted  during  the  year  as  compared  with  183 
during  1957.  An  additional  13  cases  who  received  ante-natal  care  by  the 
domiciliary  midwives  were  later  admitted  to  hospital. 

Analgesia  : All  the  midwives  employed  by  the  Local  Authority  hold  the 
certificate  for  the  administration  of  gas  and  air  analgesia  and  trilene. 
One  trilene  outfit  and  four  gas  and  air  machines  have  been  supplied,  and 
during  the  year  145  patients  received  gas  and  air  analgesia,  and  41  trilene. 
tn  addition  129  patients  were  given  pethidine. 

HOME  NURSING. 

The  duties  of  the  Home  Nursing  Service  continue  to  be  carried  out  by 
8 full-time  Nurse/Midwives. 

Of  the  14,879  visits  paid  by  the  nurses,  no  less  than  10,704  which  is 
72  per  cent  were  paid  to  the  homes  of  aged  persons.  These  figures  in 
my  opinion  show  that  this  service  is  in  no  small  measure  relieving  the 
pressure  on  hospitals.  In  all  753  patients  received  nursing  care,  419 
or  56  per  cent,  being  aged  persons.  There  was  a decrease  of  704  visits 
compared  with  1957.  Of  the  total  14,879  visits,  4793  were  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  injections  of  one  kind  or  another — penicillin,  streptomycin, 
morphia,  insulin,  etc. 


MEDICAL  LOAN  DEPOT. 

202  articles  were  loaned  out  during  the  year  to  persons  being  nursed  at 
home,  compared  with  239  during  the  previous  year.  The  following  is  a 
list  of  the  articles  which  are  available  for  loan  : — 

Bed  Pans  Bed  Bottles 

Bed  Rests  Bed  Cages 

Air  Rings  Mackintosh  Sheets 

NURSING  HOMES  (SCOTLAND)  REGISTRATION,  ACT,  1938. 

The  one  home  in  the  City  registered  under  this  Act  was  visited  during 
the  year  and  was  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Medical,  surgical,  and  midwifery 
cases  are  cared  for  in  the  home. 

HEALTH  VISITING. 

Tuberculosis  prevention  during  the  year  was  carried  out  part-time 
by  one  of  the  Health  Visitors  employed  in  general  maternity  and  child 
welfare  duties.  One  Health  Visitor  continues  to  be  employed  full  time  on 
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school  work.  The  following  is  a list  of  the  visits  carried  out  by  the  Health 
Visitors  during  the  year  : — 

Children  under  one  year  of  age 

Children  i to  5 years  

Expectant  mothers  

Aged  persons  

Tuberculosis  cases  

Visits  on  behalf  of  Almoner  

Visits  on  behalf  of  general  practitioners 

Other  visits  

School  Health  Service  ... 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SCHEME. 

This  service  continues  to  expand,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  37  Home 
Helps  were  employed.  During  the  year  286  households  received  help  for 
the  following  reasons,  and  was  an  increase  of  59  from  the  previous  year  : — 

(1)  Age  and  infirmity  221 

(2)  Illness 44 

(3)  Confinements  and  Expectant  Mothers  12 

(4)  Tuberculosis  6 

(5)  Blind  persons  3 


Total  286 


As  is  shown  by  the  above  figures,  the  greatest  use  of  the  service  is  made 
by  aged  persons,  principally  those  living  alone.  Gifts  of  flowers,  fruit,  etc., 
continue  to  be  sent  to  some  of  the  old  folks  on  the  occasion  of  their  birth- 
days through  the  bequest  of  Miss  Duffin.  This  scheme  brings  great 
pleasure  to  the  old  folks. 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

Vaccination  Against  Smallpox  : 661  primary  vaccinations  were  carried 
1 out  during  the  year,  being  an  increase  of  95  compared  with  the  previous 
;year.  Of  these  233  were  carried  out  at  the  Local  Authority’s  clinics,  the 
(remainder  being  done  by  general  practitioners. 

As  the  result  of  a survey  carried  out  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  found 
Tthat  87  per  cent  of  City  children  entering  school  had  been  vaccinated 
against  smallpox.  Of  all  the  children  examined  at  routine  medical  inspec- 
tions at  City  schools,  86.5  per  cent  were  found  to  have  been  vaccinated. 

In  all,  129  re-vaccinations  were  carried  out,  principally  for  the  purpose 
of  issuing  vaccination  certificates  in  respect  of  people  proceeding  abroad. 
Immunisation  Against  Diptheria  : This  is  now  the  eleventh  consecu- 
tive year  in  which  there  has  been  no  case  of  diphtheria  in  the  City,  and  it  is 
now  13  years  since  a child  died  from  this  disease.  A survey  at  the  end 
of  the  year  showed  that  93.5  per  cent  of  entrants  to  school  had  been 
mmunised  against  diphtheria.  Of  all  the  children  examined  at  routine 


6150  visits 
6761  „ 

756  „ 

637  „ 

489  „ 

25  „ 

4 „ 

23  » 

23503  examinations 
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medical  inspections  at  City  schools  almost  95.5  per  cent  were  found  to 
have  been  immunised  against  this  disease. 

723  children  were  immunised  for  the  first  time  during  the  year  compared 
with  529  during  the  previous  year.  Of  these  302  were  immunised  at  the 
Child  Welfare  Centres,  and  421  by  general  practitioners.  All  these 
children  were  inoculated  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  and  tetanus. 

495  children  received  a re-inforcing  inoculation  on  their  entry  to  school. 

1 14  of  the  inoculations  were  carried  out  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres, 
145  by  Medical  Officers  at  routine  medical  inspections  at  schools,  and  236 
by  Medical  Practitioners. 

Triple  Antigen  : The  triple  antigen  has  now  been  in  use  for  almost  four 
years  and  is  proving  very  acceptable  to  the  mothers  as  they  now  only 
require  to  make  three  attendances  in  order  to  provide  protection  against 
diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  and  tetanus. 

Vaccination  Against  Poliomyelitis  : During  the  year  4970  persons 
received  two  injections  of  poliomyelitis  vaccine,  and  at  the  end  of  tie  year 
an  additional  538  persons  had  received  one  injection  and  were  awaiting 
their  second  injection.  At  30th  April,  1959,  the  acceptance  rate  for 
children  under  15  years  of  age  was  85  per  cent,  and  for  persons  aged  15  to 
25  years  the  acceptance  rate  was  58  per  cent. 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS  — CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE. 

(A)  Tuberculosis. 

Tracing  of  Infection  : 812  contacts  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  exam- 
ined during  the  year  compared  with  945  during  the  previous  year.  Of  the 
contacts  examined  7 were  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

Admission  to  Hospital : During  the  year  34  cases  of  respiratory  tubercu- 
losis were  admitted  to  sanatoria.  At  the  end  of  the  year  no  case  was  await- 
ing admission  to  hospital. 

Housing  : 15  families  in  which  there  was  a case  of  tuberculosis  were 
rehoused  during  the  year,  making  a total  of  200  such  families  rehoused 
during  the  past  11  years. 

Notifications  : There  were  25  new  notifications  of  respiratory  tuberculosis 
compared  with  57  during  the  previous  year.  In  1950  the  number  of  new 
notifications  was  75. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  non- respiratory  tuberculosis  was  4 
compared  with  5 during  the  previous  year. 

Supply  of  Extra  Nourishment,  Nursing  Requisites,  Etc.  : Cod  fiver 

oil  and  malt  continues  to  be  given  free  of  charge  where  necessary,  125  jars 
being  issued  during  the  year.  55  domiciliary  cases  of  tuberculosis  were 
supplied  during  the  year  with  one  pint  of  milk  per  day  at  a total  cost  of 
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£f  1116  ^3r  ! Casf  were  suPPHed  w«h  bedding,  and  68  tins 

of  disinfectant  were  issued  to  domiciliary  cases. 

Co-oration  with  the  Ministry  of  Labour  : 12  men  and  4 women  who 

had  suffered  from  tuberculosis  were  placed  in  suitable  employment  during 
me  y ear ( 


Mass  Radiography  : A total  of  786  persons  were  examined  by  mass 
radiography  during  the  year,  n being  found  to  have  abnormalities,  5 of 
these  bemg  found  to  have  tuberulosis.  The  following  groups  were  given 
an  opportunity  to  be  x-rayed  : — 6 


Murray  Royal  Hospital. 

Perth  Schools. 

Staff  of  Perth  Corporation. 

Staff  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour. 

Staff  of  Messrs.  John  Moncrieff,  Ltd. 

The  total  number  of  examinations  carried  out  by  the  Mass  Radiography 
LTmt  since  its  inception  in  1950  is  39,807.  As  a result  of  these  examinations 
'88  cases  of  tuberculosis  have  been  discovered. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  : 73  contacts  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  tested 
and  as  a result  56  were  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  vaccine.  In  addition  28 
nurses  and  one  other  person  were  tested  and  of  that  number  5 received 
B.C.G.  vaccine. 

During  the  year  127  children  were  tested  at  Perth  High  School  and  of 
diese  1 15  were  immunised.  Of  the  168  children  tested  at  Perth  Academy, 
148  were  immunised,  and  of  the  33  children  tested  at  St.  John’s  School, 
27  were  immunised.  In  addition  46  children  who  had  been  absent  during 
-he  previous  year  were  tested  and  of  these  39  were  immunised  with 
3.C.G.  vaccine. 

Since  1950,  5490  persons  have  been  tested  and  of  these  3735  have  been 
vaccinated  against  this  disease. 


(B)  EPILEPTICS  AND  SPASTICS. 

In  the  area  there  are  37  known  cases  of  epilepsy  and  27  cases  who  are 
[pasties. 

(C)  CHIROPODY  SERVICES  IN  THE  CITY. 

The  arrangements  as  outlined  in  last  year’s  report  have  continued  to 
uinction  satisfactorily.  They  provide  a service  for  aged  persons  (women 
ver  60  and  men  over  65  years  of  age)  who  are  not  engaged  in  remunerative 
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employment.  The  charges  as  outlined  in  last  year’s  report  have  continued. 
The  following  visits  were  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 


No.  of 

No.  of  Persons  Treated. 

No.  of  Domiciliary 

Sessions. 

ist  visits 

Revisits. 

Visits. 

January 

7 

8 

47 

13 

February 

8 

8 

52 

12 

March 

8 

18 

43 

18 

April 

13 

13 

85 

6 

May 

12 

12 

8i 

13 

June 

12 

7 

84 

9 

July 

15 

12 

I03 

14 

August 

14 

2 

97 

6 

September 

II 

7 

77 

14 

October 

15 

6 

104 

12 

November 

13 

IO 

89 

9 

December 

15 

3 

109 

20 

Total 

143 

106 

971 

146 

Rosslyn  House 

: The  chiropodist  continues  to  visit  the  Home  one  day 

per  month. 

Perth  Old  People’s  Welfare  Council : Since  the  inception  of  the 
Town  Council’s  scheme,  the  scheme  operated  by  the  Old  People’s  Welfare 
Council  has  been  discontinued. 

(D)  PREVENTION  OF  ACCIDENTS. 

The  importance  of  the  prevention  of  home  accidents  continues  to  be 
stressed  at  the  many  lectures  and  film  shows  given  in  the  City  throughout 
the  winter  months.  The  Town  Council  have  now  set  up  a Safety  Committee, 
consisting  of  a Sub-Committee  dealing  with  road  safety  and  another  sub- 
committee dealing  with  Home  Safety.  The  following  are  represented  on 
the  Safety  Committee: — 

The  Town  Council. 

Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Perth  & Kinross  Education  Committee. 

Perth  Trades  & Industrial  Council. 

Messrs.  W.  Alexander  & Sons. 

Scottish  Gas  Board. 

North  of  Scotland  Hydro-Electric  Board. 

Post  Office. 

Old  People’s  Welfare  Council. 

Old  Age  Pensioners’  Association. 

Electrical  Association  of  Women. 

Perth  Cycling  Club. 

Perth  Motor  Cycling  Club. 

Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents. 

Perth  City  Police. 
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Since  the  inauguration  of  the  Safety  Committee  several  meetings  have 
been  held  and  in  the  autumn  a “Guard  that  Fire”  Campaign  was  held, 
utilising  posters,  pamphlets,  window  displays,  etc.  Following  the 
Campaign  enquiry  at  the  main  dealers  of  fire  guards  in  the  City  revealed 
a record  sale  of  fire  guards,  and  each  dealer  stressed  that  the  main  type 
of  guard  which  had  been  sold  was  of  the  anti-spark  variety.  The  Commit- 
tee agreed  that  a further  campaign  should  be  held  during  the  autumn  of 
1959- 

Arrangements  have  now  been  made  for  the  two  hospitals  in  the  area  to 
furnish  the  local  authority  with  statistics  of  home  accidents  admitted  for 
treatment. 

During  the  year,  a new  handbook  for  tenants  was  in  the  course  of 
publication.  This  handbook  is  compiled  and  issued  by  the  Factor’s 
Department  to  all  tenants  of  Corporation  houses,  numbering  over  5,000 
out  of  a total  of  some  13,000  occupied  houses  in  the  City.  The  following 
page  was  inserted  in  the  handbook  : — 

GOLDEN  RULES  FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  ACCIDENTS 

IN  THE  HOME. 

(1)  All  fires  including  gas  and  electric  radiators  should  be  protected 
by  a guard,  especially  when  young  children  and  aged  persons  are  in 
the  room. 

(2)  All  medicines  and  tablets  should  be  put  in  a safe  place  out  of  the 
reach  of  children. 

(3)  Keep  handles  of  pans  and  spouts  of  kettles  away  from  little  hands. 
Don’t  let  tablecloths  hang  over  the  sides — a pull  can  bring  scalding 
tea  on  your  child. 

(4)  If  you  want  to  reach  something  that  is  out  of  reach  at  floor  level, 
use  steps  not  a chair  which  has  a nasty  habit  of  tipping  up. 

(5)  Do  not  use  a pillow  in  a cot  and  do  not  leave  a feeding  bottle  with 
the  baby  unattended.  Neglect  of  these  measures  may  cause  suffoca- 
tion of  your  baby.” 

Home  Accidents  : During  the  year  16  persons  (7  males  and  9 females) 
died  as  the  result  of  accidents  in  their  homes.  7 of  these  deaths  were  due 
to  carbon-monoxide  poisoning. 

Vehicular  Accidents  : 128  accidents  resulting  from  vehicular  traffic 
were  reported  to  the  Chief  Constable,  being  a decrease  of  13  from  the 
previous  year.  As  a result  of  these  accidents,  143  persons  were  injured, 
i fatally,  41  seriously,  and  101  slightly.  48  of  the  injured  persons  were 
under  15  years  of  age. 

Non- Vehicular  Accidents  : 161  non- vehicular  accidents  involving  164 
persons  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Police.  21  of  these  persons  le  , 
29  were  seriously  injured,  and  55  slighdy  injured.  The  other  59  were 
persons  who  had  taken  ill  in  the  street. 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

9 health  talks  and  film  shows  were  given  during  the  year  in  the  area  as 
follows  : — 

North  Church  Mothers’  Fellowship. 

St.  Andrew’s  Ambulance  Association. 

Craigie  School  Parent/Teacher  Association. 

Union  of  Catholic  Mothers. 

St.  Leonard’s  Church  Men’s  Guild. 

National  Council  of  Women  of  Great  Britain. 

Perth  High  School. 

Army  Cadet  Corps. 

Caledonian  Road  School  Parent /Teacher  Association. 
Smoking  and  Lung  Cancer  : The  steps  outlined  in  last  year’s  report 
which  were  taken  to  publicise  the  relationship  between  smoking  and  cancer 
of  the  lung  have  been  continued  throughout  the  year.  Pamphlets  are 
available  at  the  public  counter  of  the  Health  Department  and  the  other 
centres  where  welfare  foods  are  distributed.  It  would  appear  that  the 
education  of  youth  in  the  matter  of  smoking  would  bring  the  best  results. 
Once  young  people  have  commenced  smoking  it  becomes  increasingly 
difficult  to  give  up  the  habit.  During  the  year  19  of  the  deaths  registered 
were  due  to  lung  cancer.  The  figures  for  the  previous  six  years  are  as 
follows. 


22nd  January 
26th  January 
6th  March 
nth  March 
1 8th  March 
17th  April 
i6th/i7th  June 
9th  October 
3rd  December 


1952 

17 

1953 

18 

1954 

14 

1955 

14 

1956 

II 

1957 
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(F)  CONVALESCENT  HOME  PROVISION. 

No  convalescent  homes  are  maintained  by  the  Local  Authority. 

CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

There  were  139  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  to  me  during  the 
year,  being  an  increase  of  9 from  the  previous  year.  As  already  mentioned 
in  this  report  this  is  the  nth  year  in  succession  in  which  there  has  been  no 
case  of  diphtheria  and  it  is  now  13  years  since  there  was  a death  from  this 
disease  in  the  City. 

Scarlet  Fever  : During  the  year  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
notifications  of  scarlet  fever.  In  all  38  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with 
17  in  the  previous  year.  Of  the  38  cases  notified  20  were  admitted  to 
hospital.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 

Whooping  Cough  : One  case  of  whooping  cough  was  notified  as  compared 
with  13  in  1957.  Plospital  admission  was  not  necessary  and  there  were 
no  deaths  from  this  disease  during  the  year. 

Poliomyelitis  : There  were  three  cases  of  this  illness  notified  in  the 
area  during  the  year  as  compared  with  two  during  the  previous  year.  The 
ages  of  the  patients  were  12, 16,  and  31.  All  made  a good  recovery. 
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Dysentery  : 48  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  during  the  year,  5 cases 
being  admitted  to  hospital. 

Food  Poisoning  : No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year. 

HOSPITAL  TREATMENT  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

60  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  admitted  to  King’s  Cross  Hospital, 
Dundee,  compared  with  52  in  1957.  Of  that  number  20  were  cases  of 
scarlet  fever,  5 dysentery,  2 poliomyelitis,  3 measles,  13  gastro-enteritis, 
3 rubella,  1 chickenpox,  7 pneumonia  and  bronchitis,  2 tuberculosis,  and 
1 the  remainder  were  admitted  for  observation,  etc. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Throughout  the  year  the  bacteriological  quality  of  the  water  distributed 
I has  been  of  the  highest  standard. 

Algae  in  the  reservoirs  first  appeared  in  late  June  and  persisted  through- 
out the  summer,  finally  clearing  in  the  reservoirs  by  the  beginning  of 
[November. 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

The  Occupation  Centre  under  the  auspices  of  the  County  Council 
provides  care  for  10  children,  and  in  the  two  classes  for  educationally 
subnormal  children  at  Southern  District  School  some  30  children  are 
.catered  for. 

The  Child  Guidance  service  has  continued  and  during  the  year  31 
boys  and  27  girls  from  the  City  were  treated.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the 
number  of  Perth  City  cases  awaiting  investigation  and  possible  treatment 
■was  35  boys  and  13  girls. 

During  the  year  19  City  and  11  County'  cases  were  seen  at  the  Clinic 
for  Mental  Deficiency.  One  of  the  City  cases  was  admitted  to  an  institu- 
tion, the  other  18  being  kept  under  observation. 

'Mental  Illness:  29  cases  of  mental  illness  were  admitted  to  hospital 
during  the  year,  12  of  whom  were  certified.  At  the  end  of  the  year  one 
case  of  mental  illness  was  being  cared  for  at  home,  and  158  were  being 
cared  for  in  institutions  as  compared  with  153  at  the  end  of  1957. 

'Mental  Deficiency  : Three  cases  of  mental  deficiency  were  certified 
during  the  year,  two  being  admitted  to  institutions  for  mental  defectives. 
No  case  was  recertified  on  reaching  the  age  of  16  years.  One  case  was 
placed  under  guardianship  during  the  year.  At  the  end  of  1958, 45  cases  of 
mental  deficiency  were  under  treatment  in  mental  institutions  and  14  were 
being  cared  for  at  home. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

7 new  cases  of  acquired  syphilis  were  treated  during  the  year,  this 
number  being  four  more  than  during  the  previous  year.  22  jaew  cas^s 
of  gonorrhoea  were  treated  during  the  year,  compared  with  17  uring  t c 
orevious  year. 
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ORTHOPAEDIC  SERVICE. 

ioi  pre-school  City  children  attended  for  the  first  time  at  the  Ortho- 
daedic  Clinic.  At  the  end  of  the  year  365  pre-school  City  children  were 
attending  for  treatment  and  supervision. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1958. 

As  anticipated  the  demand  continued  for  residential  accommodation1 
in  Rosslyn  House  during  1958,  and  at  one  period  the  number  of  residents! 
exceeded  100.  Over  the  whole  year  numbers  remained  fairly  constant 
around  95-97,  but  it  is  apparent  that  this  figure  w’ill  show  a further  risei 
during  1959. 

The  question  of  further  accommodation  is  under  close  consideration 
and  could  be  met  either  by  an  extension  being  built  in  the  grounds  of 
Rosslyn  House  or  by  the  purchase  of  property  elsewhere. 

No  major  work  was  carried  out  to  the  main  building  during  the  year, 
but  a Rowling  Green  Rink  was  made  on  the  lawn  in  front  of  the  house, 
the  funds  for  this  being  provided  mainly  by  the  W.V.S.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  rink  will  be  in  play  during  the  summer  of  1959  and  will  give  pleasure 
to  the  residents  in  the  Home. 

The  services  of  a chiropodist  are  provided  one  day  each  month,  and 
the  residents  enjoy  the  opportunity  of  purchasing  confectionery,  stationer}7, 
etc.  from  the  W.V.S.  Mobile  Canteen  which  visits  the  Home  each  Monday 
evening,  this  service  being  of  particular  value  to  those  residents  who  are 
too  frail  to  shop  outwith  the  Home.  Supplies  of  reading  material  have 
been  received  from  the  Red  Cross,  the  Sandeman  Library7  and  visitors, 
and  these  donors  are  especially  thanked  for  their  continued  interest. 

A small  number  of  residents  made  use  of  the  occupational  training 
provided  by  the  Red  Cross  Society,  and  a few7  cases  attended  three  times 
weekly  at  the  Occupational  Therapy  class  at  Burghmuir  Hospital. 

The  weekly  visits  by  members  of  the  various  Church  Woman’s  Guilds 
gives  undoubted  pleasure  to  the  old  people,  especially  those  w7ho  have 
few  friends  to  take  an  interest  in  them.  Entertainments,  concerts,  and 
excursions  were  provided  throughout  the  year  through  the  generosity 
of  voluntary  organisations  and  individuals,  and  many  useful  gifts  were 
received. 

Accommodation  for  Aged  Persons  : Although  no  further  building 
programme  in  the  housing  schemes  was  launched  for  new  houses  specifi- 
cally for  aged  persons,  the  matter  of  housing  aged  persons  continued  to 
receive  close  consideration  by  the  Towm  Council,  and  a number  of  2- 
roomed  houses  not  especially  marked  for  elderly  folks  w7ere  let  to  such 
couples  during  the  year. 

The  only  voluntary  Home  in  the  City  registered  under  the  Act  is 
Bow'erswell  Memorial  Home  where  splendid  accommodation  is  provided 
within  the  Home  itself  and  in  individual  cottages  in  the  grounds. 

Aged  and  Handicapped  Persons  : The  visitation  of  aged  and  infirm 
persons  was  carried  out  during  the  year,  advice  etc.,  being  given,  and  in 
many  instances  such  services  as  Home  Help,  Meals  on  Wheels,  Chiropody 
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:itreatment,  etc.,  being  arranged.  The  Meals  on  Wheels  service  operated 
:by  the  W.V.S.  in  co-operation  with  the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Council  and 
tithe  Town  Council  continues  to  provide  meals  for  old  people  living  alone 
who,  through  physical  handicap  or  old  age,  are  unable  to  provide  a satis- 
factory meal  for  themselves.  These  meals  have  proved  most  welcome,  and 
twith  the  assistance  of  Home  Help  have  enabled  quite  a number  of  old 
people  to  remain  in  their  own  homes  instead  of  having  to  be  admitted  to 
residential  accommodation. 

The  power  contained  under  Section  47  of  the  Act,  for  the  compulsory 
removal  from  their  homes  of  persons  living  in  insanitary  conditions 
and  not  receiving  care  and  attention,  was  not  put  into  force  during  the 
year.  Care  of  property  and  houses  of  5 persons  was  taken  during  the  year, 
and  3 burials  were  arranged. 

Visitation  of  substantially  and  permanently  handicapped  persons 
continued  throughout  the  year,  craft  work,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
visiting  Homebound  Teacher  from  Anton  House,  being  engaged  in  by  a 
number  of  these  handicapped  persons.  All  possible  help  was  given  in 
"Other  cases  where  requested.  It  is  thought  that  there  may  be  seriously 
handicapped  persons  in  the  Town  unaware  of  the  services  available  and 
it  would  be  helpful  if  the  Welfare  Department  could  be  notified  of  such 
cases  so  that  they  could  be  visited. 

The  excellent  work  undertaken  by  the  following  voluntary  bodies  is 
recorded  with  pleasure  and  appreciation  : — 

The  Society  for  Teaching  the  Blind  to  read  in  the  Counties 
of  Perth  and  Kinross. 

The  Perth  Mission  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 


Valuable  sendees  are  provided  for  the  well-being  of  the  aged  by  the  Old 
People’s  Welfare  Council,  the  Old  Age  Pensioners’  Association,  The 
Indigent  Old  Men’s  Society,  and  the  Society  for  Relief  of  Indigent  O 
Ladies.  This  work  is  of  great  value  to  the  community,  especially  to  the 
aged  who  are  confined  to  their  homes.  It  is  worthy  of  special  note  t at 
the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Council  have  purchased  premises  in  lay  Street 
For  Clubrooms.  Plans  are  afoot  for  the  conversion  and  decoration  ot  the 
oremises  and  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  be  ready  by  midsummer  as  a rea  y 
up-to-date  Old  People’s  Club. 

The  work  carried  out  within  the  community  by  the  undernoted  orgams- 
itions  merits  special  mention  : — 

Perth  Branch  of  the  Multiple  Sclerosis  Society. 

Hard  of  Hearing  Club. 

Perth  Branch  of  the  British  Diabetic  Association 
Perth  and  Perthshire  Group  of  the  Infantile  Paraly 
Fellowship. 

Table  No.  33  shows  the  number  of  handicapped  peKom  taown  to 
he  Welfare  Department,  classiSed  according  to  the  nature  oi  the  p, 

rtc. 
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TABLE  No.  I. 
VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Estimated  Population  (middle  of  1958),  40,964.  Area  of  Burgh,  4,122  acres. 
Population  (1951  Census),  40,466.  No.  of  Inhabited  Houses,  13,26; 

Estimated  Pre-School  Population,  3,247.  Gross  Valuation,  £564,949 

Estimated  School  Population,  7,127.  Rateable  Value,  £548,458 


Cor- 

rected 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000  of 
estimated 
Popu- 
lation 

Corres- 
ponding 
Rate  for 
1957 

Rate  for 

Scot- 

land 

Large 

Burghs 

Births  (total  live  births) 

718 

17-5 

16.7 

19.2 

20.7 

Births — Illegitimate  (per  100 
live  births) 

34 

4-7 

5.8 

4.1 

3.6 

Still  births  (per  1,000  births, 
including  still  births) 

11 

15.0 

7- 

23 

25 

Deaths  (all  causes) 

528 

12.9 

11.4 

12. 

n-3 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  . 

5 

.12 

.12 

•13 

• 15 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory) 

5 

.12 

.10 

.12 

• 13 

Epidemic  Diseases  . 

1 

.02 

.07 

.03 

.02 

Children  under  1 year  (per 
1,000  live  births) 

24 

33.0 

20.0 

28 

29 

Children  under  1 month 
(per  1,000  live  births)  . 

18 

25.0 

15.0 

19 

— 

Women  in  childbirth  (per 
1,000  births,  including 
still  births  . 

— 

— 

— ■ 

•5 

— 

TABLE  No.  2. 

DEATHS  FROM  INFECTIOUS  AND  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES. 




Number 

Rate  per  1,000 
of  the 
Population 

Corresponding 
Rate  for 
1957 

Deaths  from  Influenza 

1 

.02 

.07 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
(Respiratory) . 

5 

.12 

.10 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
(Non-Respiratory)  . 

— 



.02 

Deaths  from  Cerebro-Spinal 
Fever  .... 

— 

— 

— 

TABLE  No.  3. 

DEATHS  FROM  SYSTEMIC  DISEASES. 


Number 

Rate  per  1,000 
of  the 
Population 

Corresponding 
Rate  for 
1957 

Diseases  of  the  Cardio- 
vascular System  . 

202 

4-9 

4-75 

Cancer  .... 

93 

2.27 

2.2 

1 Diseases  of  the  Respiratory 
System  (Non-Tuber- 
culous) 

44 

1.07 

.8 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive 
System. 

20 

•5 

•3 

Diseases  of  the  Genito- 
urinary System 

9 

.2 

.26 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous 
System. 

76 

1.8 

1.7 
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TABLE  No.  5. 

MORTALITY  AT  THE  DIFFERENT  AGE  GROUPS. 


1957 

1958 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Under  1 year 

6 

8 

14 

16 

8 

24 

1 and  under  5 years 

2 

1 

3 

I 

3 

4 

5 and  under  10  years 

I 

— 

I 

I 

— 

I 

10  and  under  15  years 

I 

— 

I 

— 

I 

1 

15  and  under  25  years 

2 

— 

2 

I 

— 

I 

25  and  under  35  years 

4 

5 

9 

5 

I 

6 

35  and  under  45  years 

6 

9 

15 

7 

10 

17 

45  and  under  55  years 

23 

7 

30 

27 

14 

4i 

55  and  under  65  years 

48 

19 

67 

46 

30 

76 

65  and  under  75  years 

59 

69 

128 

87 

73 

160 

75  and  under  85  years 

58 

85 

143 

50 

87 

137 

85  years  and  over 

19 

36 

55 

22 

38 

60 

Totals  . 

229 

239 

468 

263 

265 

528 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  CONFIRMED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  1958. 
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TABLE  No.  9 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 
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TABLE  No  ii. 
VACCINATIONS. 
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TABLE  No.  15. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATIONS 


Year  Total  No.  Immunised. 


1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 


690 

1690 

488 


588 

478 

658 

857 

909 

897 

764 

623 

648 

690 

762 

783 

529 

723 


Table  No.  16. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS. 
No.  Vaccinated  with  two  Injections. 


Children 
under 
15  years 
of  age 

Persons 

aged 

15-25 

years 

Expectant 

Mothers 

Ambu- 

lance 

Staff 

General 

Practi- 

tioners 

TOTAL 

No.  vaccinated 
during  1956  . 

380 

3S0 

No.  Vaccinated 
during  1957  . 

2826 



_ 

___ 

2826 

No.  vaccinated 
during  1958 

4050 

738 

116 

14 

52 

4970 

TOTALS 

7256 

738 

1 16 
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RETURN  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  WHICH  DIAGNOSIS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  HAS  BEEN 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 
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NON-RESPIRATORY 


RETURN  OF  NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  WHO  DIED  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS  IN  THE  AREA  DURING  THE 
YEAR,  WITH  PARTICULARS  AS  TO  PERIOD  ELAPSING  BETWEEN  NOTIFICATION  AND  DEATH. 
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RETURN  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  RESPIRATORY  TUBERCULOSIS  WHO  RECEIVED  TREATMENT 
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VACCINATION. 
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6.C.G.  VACCINATION  — SCHOOL  CHILDREN, 
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The  children  at  Goodlyburn  Secondary  School  were  tested  and  given  B.C.G.  Vaccine  in  1959. 


TABLE  No.  23. 

BIRTH  NOTIFICATIONS. 
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TABLE  No.  24. 


DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 


Midwives 
employed 
by  Local 
Authority 

Midwife 

on 

Retaining 
fee  basis 

Total 

No.  of  applications  received  during  the  year 

221 

37 

258 

No  of  Domiciliary  Births  during  the  year. 
Midwife  only  present  at  Confinement 

143 

33 

176 

Doctor  only  present  at  Confinement 

— 

— 

— 

Both  Doctor  and  Midwife  present  at 
confinement  .... 

4i 

5 

46 

Neither  a doctor  nor  a midwife 
present  at  the  confinement  . 

Totals 

184 

38 

222 

No.  who  had  been  booked  for  domiciliary 
confinement  but  who  on  account  of 
abnormalities  or  unsuitable  housing 
accommodation  were  sent  to  and 

10 

3 

13 

confined  in  Hospital. 

PARTICULARS  OF  THE  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  BY  THE  MIDWIVE 
EMPLOYED  BY  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 


Ante-Natal  Visits 

No.  of  Births 
conducted 
alone 

No.  of  Births 
conducted 
with  doctors 

No.  of 
Puerperal 
Visits 

Other 

Visits 

TOTAI 

Initial 

Revisits 

TOTAL 

244 

2408 

2652 

184 

38 

3670 

— 

6544 
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MATERNITY  DEPARTMENT— PERTH  ROYAL  INFIRMARY. 
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TABLE  No.  27. 
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TABLE  No.  27a. 
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TABLE  No.  28. 

ULTRA-VIOLET  RAY  CLLNIC. 


First 

Number 

Total 

Attendances 

Attending 

Attendances 

Child  Welfare  Centre 

South  Street. 

58 

134 

432 

TABLE  No.  29. 

FLORENCE  PLACE  NURSERY. 


No.  of  places  pro- 
vided at  end  of  the 
year 

No.  of  places  taken 
up  at  the  end  of  the 
year 

Average  daily 
attendances 

Total 

attendances 

Under  2 

Aged  2-5 

Under  2 

Aged  2-5 

Under  2 Aged  2-5 

22 

28 

16 

32 

12  27 

9,908 

TABLE  No.  30. 

HOME  HELP  SCHEME. 


No.  of  cases  who 
received 
assistance. 

Maternity  Cases 

12 

Cases  of  Illness 

44 

Aged  Persons 

221 

Tuberculosis  Cases 

6 

Blind  Persons 

3 

TOTAL 

286 

No.  of  Home  Helps  employed  at  the  end  of 


the  year 

Total  No.  of  hours  worked  by  Home  Helps 
during  the  year. 

37 

46,341 

Initial 

Revisits 

TOTAL 

No.  of  visits  paid  in  connection  with  Home 
Help  Scheme. 

159 

1169 

1328 
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HOME  NURSING  SERVICE, 
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TABLE  No.  33- 

WELFARE  SERVICES  — HANDICAPPED  PERSONS. 


< 

h 

vo  o *-•  t^ovM  vrr^ovmr- 

VO 

o 

^■>Oh  i^N  N N <N 

00 

<N 

H 

CO  u 

N 1 m>nN  n m | *-<  1 m 

Ov 

<^•2 

1 m II 

CO 

m | mvo  t-<  m »h  1 hh  m m 

O 

v/~»  >> 

1 1 

N 

^ 00 

1-. 

1 c3 

2 

I 

0 

6 

1 
6 

2 
2 

O 

1 - 1 1 

CO 

►» 

vo  a\  n -i  >-  a\  | th  | 

m 

m >> 

CO 

m in 

1 CU 

ounM  h m«  | -fm  | m 

r-~ 

nr 

N ^ 

CO 

49 

N *3 

1 CO 
I/'V  o 

H'S”"  *"  I | **  | | 

M 

is 

S2  | M J|  1 00'S  I 1 

Tf 

VO 

U<  CO 

1 1 1 w ►«  1 1 1 •"•  | | 

m 

T3 

1 £ 

II  1 IM  M 

D 

, . . w t«  • • • 

a .2 

•2  U 

3 >> 

*3  g • • ■ 

C o 

% 

u 

o ^ 

. . .i>.  Co  • • • 

’ 

►— « 
Q 

” 5 M’S  a> 

13  .60  -3  3 ,s 

Z 

o.  on  P "P  . . . 

< 

X 

00 

O 

w 

a: 

Mentally  Handicap 
At  home  . 

In  Institutions  . 
Deaf  and  Dumb  . 
Blind  or  Partially 
Epilepsy 

Disseminated  Sclei 
Rheumatism  and 
Orthopaedics,  inclu 
Spastics 
Heart  Diseases 
Miscellaneous 

< 

h 

D 

h 

o 

H 

Z 

— 

47 


Report  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 


Sanitary  Department, 
22  York  Place, 
Perth. 

15th  May,  1959. 

To  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland and  the  Lord  Provost,  Magistrates, 
and  Council  of  the  City  of  Perth. 

My  Lord  Provost,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  fourteenth  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
of  the  Sanitary  Department  of  the  City  of  Perth  for  the  year,  1958. 

PREFACE. 

It  is  a pleasure  to  put  on  record  that  in  connection  with  slum  clearance 
we  have  carried  out  our  programme  for  the  first  three  years  with  success. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  cleared  sites  ripe  for  redevelopment 
at  Meal  Vennel,  Pomarium  Street  and  Stormont  Street.  Plans  have  already 
been  passed  for  rebuilding  on  all  these  sites  this  year. 

CLEARANCE  AREAS. 

Meal  Vennel. 

Work  has  started  on  the  actual  building  operations  in  this  area  which 
has  meantime  been  used  as  a central  car  park. 

Clayholes. 

It  is  proposed  to  use  this  cleared  site  for  an  extension  of  the  cattle  mart. 

Pomarium  Street,  East  Side  No.  1. 

It  is  proposed  to  erect  two  blocks  of  multi-storey  flats  on  this  site. 
One  8 storey  block  will  consist  of  45  X 3 apt.  houses  and  the  other  of  1 1 
storeys  will  consist  of  44  houses,  22x2  apts.  and  22x3  apts.,  a total  of  89 
houses.  These  houses  will  be  provided  with  underfloor  heating  and  will 
be  all-electric.  There  will  be  a refuse  shute  and  elevator  for  each  block. 

Pomarium  Street,  West  Side. 

Cross  Street,  North  Side. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  1 1 tenants  still  in  occupation,  23  houses 
having  been  vacated  and  closed. 
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Stormont  Street,  West  Side  Nos.  i and  2. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  all  the  houses  in  these  areas  had  been  vacated 
5 houses  closed  and  demolished,  and  the  site  cleared,  ready  for  rebuilding! 
It  is  proposed  to  erect  a total  of  40  houses  consisting  of  30  x 4 apts  and 
X 2 apts.,  on  this  site.  F 

High  Street,  Area  No.  1,  North  Side. 

All  the  houses  and  shops  in  this  area  have  been  vacated  and  closed, 
tere  are  only  3 tenants  in  occupation  of  houses  in  the  rear  of  this  area 
ich  are  to  be  included  in  the  redevelopment  of  the  area. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

During  the  year  undertakings  were  received  from  owners  not  to  relet 
following  houses  which  w^ere  unfit  for  human  habitation  : — 


No.  of 

Property  Houses  Order 


Barossa  Street 

I 

Corporation  Property 

Canal  Street 

I 

Undertaking 

Commercial  Street 

I 

Cow  Vennel 

I 

Cow  Vennel 

I 

Cow  Vennel 

I 

Cross  Street 

I 

Foundry  Lane 

I 

Foundry  Lane 

I 

)) 

Foundry  Lane 

I 

35 

Gowrie  Street 

I 

yy 

High  Street 

3 

» 

High  Street 

2 

J) 

High  Street 

2 

» 

High  Street 

2 

yy 

Hospital  Street 

1 

)) 

i Leonard  Street 

1 

» 

! Longcauseway 

1 

i Longcauseway 

2 

Corporation  Property 

Mill  Wynd 

1 

Undertaking 

New  Row 

1 

Paul  Street 

1 

Undertaking 

Paul  Street 

1 

yy 

Paul  Street 

1 

yy 

South  Street 

1 

yy 

Skinnergate 

1 

yy 

St.  Annes  Lane 

1 

yy 

St.  Pauls  Square 

1 

yy 

Union  Street 

1 

yy 

Union  Street 

1 

yy 

Victoria  Street 

1 

yy 

Victoria  Street 

1 

yy 

Watergate 

1 

yy 

Water  Vennel 

1 

yy 

West  Mill  Street 

1 

yy 

Whitefriars  Street 

2 

yy 

Whitefriars  Street 

1 

yy 

44  Houses 
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Voluntary  Undertakings  were  obtained  in  respect  of  44  houses,  33  0 
these  were  vacated  during  the  year.  6 tenants  were  rehoused  from  house 
for  which  Voluntary  Undertakings  were  obtained  during  1957,  4 fron 
houses  for  which  Voluntary  Undertakings  were  obtained  in  1956  and 
for  which  a Voluntary  Undertaking  was  received  in  1955.  A total  c 
44  individual  houses  were  actually  closed  during  the  year. 

DEMOLITION. 


The  undernoted  properties  were  demolished  during  the  year  : — 


Houses 

in  or  Adjoining  Clearance  Areas. 

Unfit. 

Cat.  II. 

Fit. 

Total. 

5-1 1 Pomarium  Street 

7 

3 

1 

11 

7-15  Stormont  Street 

6 

4 

— 

10 

17-51  Stormont  Street 

• 37 

10 

— 

47 

68 

Houses  in  Comprehensive  Development  Area. 

Cat.  II. 

Total. 

126  High  Street  . 

. 

1 

1 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

Tulloch  Terrace.  At  the  end  of  the  year  work  had  been  practicall 
completed  on  the  modernisation  of  48  houses  owned  by  the  Town  Counc 
at  Tulloch  Terrace  by  the  provision  of  a bathroom,  kitchenette,  hot  wate 
supply  and  ventilated  larder  in  each  house  and  the  tenants  who  had  bee 
accommodated  in  temporary  houses  whilst  the  work  was  proceeding  ai 
now  in  reoccupation  of  the  modernised  houses. 

At  25  Scott  Street  the  first  development  in  the  modernisation  of  tb 
houses  was  completed  by  the  provision  of  3 houses  on  the  3rd  flat  (2X 
apts.,  1x2  apts.)  and  2 houses  on  the  attic  flat  (1x3  apts.  1x2  apts 
with  bathroom,  kitchenette,  ventilated  larder,  and  drying  cupboards  fc 
each  house. 

At  Shore  Road  the  Scottish  Gas  Board  converted  5 houses  into  1 
(1x5  apts.  1x4  apts.  and  2x3  apts.),  each  with  bathroom  and  kitchenett< 

HOUSING  (Repairs  and  Rents)  (Scotland)  ACT,  1954 — PART  1 

RENT  ACT,  1957. 

Since  6th  July,  1957,  the  date  of  the  commencement  of  the  1957  A< 
to  the  end  of  December,  1958  there  were  only  5 applications  for  certificaK 
of  disrepair,  3 of  these  were  granted  and  2 refused. 

There  has  been  no  increase  in  the  number  of  applications  for  certificati 
and  no  raising  of  the  standard  of  maintenance  and  repair  of  house  properl 
generally. 
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PROVISION  OF  NEW  HOUSES. 

During  the  year  new  houses  were  provided  as  follows 
riouses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise 

2 apts.  . . x 

3 apts.  . . x7 

4 apts.  . . 22 

5 apts.  or  more  9 

Total  . 49  houses 

>rivate  Houses  under  construction  at  end  of  1958  : 

2 apts.  1 

3 apts  . . 6 

4 apts.  . . 17 

5 apts.  or  more  6 


Total 


30  houses 


corporation  Houses  completed  during  1958 

Letham  Housing  Development. 

2 apts.  . . 16 

3 apts.  . . 168 

4 apts.  . . 15 


Total 


199  houses 


orporation  Houses  under  construction  at  end  of  1958  : — 

Letham  Housing  Development. 

3 apt.  . . 82 

4 apt.  . . 15 

_ . T°tal  • 97  houses 

1 ulloch  Modernisation  : — 

Completed  . . 46 

Work  in  progress  . 2 

Not  yet  begun  — 


Total 


48  houses 


The  slowing  down  of  the  programme  in  the  building  of  new  houses  is 
ginning  to  have  its  effect. 

The  building  of  the  97  houses  at  Letham  only  started  at  the  end  of  the 
ar  and  we  cannot  really  expect  many  new  houses  to  be  completed  during 
: current  year. 


HOUSING  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS. 

During  the  year  15  applications  by  owners  for  Improvement  Grants 
der  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950,  were  approved  by  the  Town 
until  and  none  refused. 


POINTS  SYSTEM. 

-26  visits  of  inspection  were  made  in  connection  with  unfitness  points, 
I the  results  notified  to  the  City  Factor,  along  with  awards  of  medical 
nts  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  Health  cases. 
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DISINFESTATION  OF  BUG  INFESTED  FURNITURE  AND 

BEDDING. 


536  houses  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  bed  bugs  prior  to  thei 
removal  of  tenants  to  Corporation  houses.  In  1 case  evidence  of  bed  bugs 
was  found  and  arrangements  were  made  for  the  disinfestation  of  the  furni- 
ture by  cyanide  gas  and  the  bedding  by  steam,  before  delivery  of  the1 
furniture  and  bedding  to  the  Corporation  house. 

OVERCROWDING. 

During  the  past  year  out  of  a total  allocation  of  489  houses  240  over- 
crowding cases  were  re-housed,  114  being  tenants  of  houses  and  126 
occupying  sub-let  rooms.  This  represents  49  per  cent  of  the  allocation 

GENERAL  SANITATION. 

287  nuisances  were  discovered  or  complained  of  and  37  intimation! 
under  Section  19  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  were  served 
864  visits  of  inspection  and  enquiry7  were  made. 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 

Improvements  in  the  sanitary  accommodation  of  houses  resulted  in  the 
provision  of  20  bathrooms,  18  kitchenettes  and  5 w.c.  apartments. 

PAINTING  OF  COMMON  STAIRS  AND  PASSAGES. 

During  the  year  41  notices  were  issued  under  the  Burgh  Police  (Scotland 
Act,  1892,  Section  117,  in  respect  of  22  stairs  and  passages.  In  16  case 
painting  had  been  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

CLEANSING  AND  SCAVENGING. 

Refuse  is  collected  three  times  a week  from  premises  in  the  centre  o 
the  City  and  other  densely  populated  areas  including  Corporation  Housin 
Schemes,  and  twice  a week  from  premises  in  outlying  districts.  Th 
refuse  is  conveyed  to  the  Separation  and  Destruction  Plant  at  Friartor 
where  salvage  material  is  extracted.  The  remainder  is  burned  and  th 
dust  and  clinker  taken  to  the  tip  at  Newhouse  Quarry. 

There  are  27  street  sweeping  beats  in  the  City  with  a sweeper  on  each. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  five  offensive  trades  registered  within  the  City  : — 

Slaughterhouse  .....  1 

Tallow  Melting  Works  . . . 1 

Manure  Manufacturers  ...  3 

These  w7ere  all  conducted  in  a satsifactorv  manner  and  no  complain'; 
of  nuisance  were  received. 
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SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  SCHOOLS. 

The  undemoted  improvements  were  carried  out  in  City  Schools  during 
nhe  year  : — 6 

Goodlyburn  : New  Junior  Secondary  School  in  occupation. 

Perth  Senior  Academy  * Additional  accommodation  in  course  of* 
construction. 

Perth  Junior  Academy  : Additional  accommodation  occupied. 

rSt.  John’s  R.C.  Stormont  Street  : Additional  accommodation  provided. 

Kinnoull  : Reconstruction  in  progress. 

Part  Reflooring  of : Craigie  and  Northern  District  Schools. 

Asphalt  Playground  Surfacing  : Contemplated  at  Junior  Academy. 

i nterior  Painter  Work  : Completed  or  contemplated  at  Perth  Senior 
Academy  and  Northern  District. 

Maintenance  : Various  repairs  and  replacements  were  carried  out  in 
several  City  Schools,  such  as  boiler  maintenance,  fabric  repairs,  desk 
and  furnishing  replacements. 

“laying  Fields  : The  School  playing  fields  at  Perth  Academy,  Perth  High 
and  Craigie  Schools  were  cut  regularly. 

THE  CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956. 

The  remaining  provisions  of  the  Act  were  brought  into  operation  in 
cotland  on  the  31st  December,  1958  including  those  relating  to  dark 
moke  from  chimneys,  railway  engines  and  vessels,  grit  and  dust  from 
nmaces,  smoke  nuisances,  crown  premises  and  vessels  owned  by  the 
rown. 

At  Hillside  Homes  the  boiler  house  has  been  extended,  an  Economic 
roiler  with  under  feed  stoker,  induced  draught  fan  and  grit  arrester 
provided. 

At  Perth  Royal  Infirmary  it  is  proposed  to  instal  a “Low  Ram”  stoker 
i place  of  the  existing  sprinkler-type  stoker  and  also  make  provision  for  the 
2w  equipment  to  be  automatically  controlled  by  the  “Unitherm”  com- 
cistion  control  system.  The  cost  of  the  work  will  be  approximately 
3>i5°- 

An  underfeed  stoker  was  also  fitted  at  an  aerated  waters  factory  during 
i*e  year  whilst  at  another  plant  the  fuel  was  changed  to  the  use  of  paraffin 
•ke  with  good  results. 

A report  on  a proposed  Smoke  Control  Area  at  Letham  was  still  under 
tnsideration  by  the  Town  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 

In  addition  to  improvements  in  the  sanitary  accommodation  of  licens* 
premises  referred  to  later  in  this  report,  the  following  works  were  earn 
out  on  premises  during  the  year  : — 

Drapers  : 1 w.c.  and  1 w.h.b.  provided. 

Gent.s’  Outfitters  : 1 w.c.  and  1 w.h.b.  for  males.  1 w.c.  and  1 w.h. 
for  females,  also  canteen  provided. 

Confectioners  : Intervening  ventilated  space  provided  between  w 
apartment  and  store. 

Chemist : Additional  w.c.  apartment  and  w.h.b.  provided. 

Radio  Shop  : 1 w.c.  and  1 w.h.b.  for  females  and  1 w.c.  and  1 w.h.b.  i 
males. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE. 

The  Model  Lodging  House  at  14-36  Skinnergate  continues  to  be  k( 
in  a very  satisfactory  condition. 

HOUSES-LET -IN-LODGINGS. 

One  house  was  added  to  the  register  during  the  year,  making  a to 
of  7 houses  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year.  All  houses  w ere  ki 
satisfactorily. 

TENTS  AND  VANS. 

The  Town  Council’s  Caravan  Site  at  Cleeve  was  kept  in  a satisfact- 
condition.  The  caravans  on  the  South  Inch  during  the  periods  of 
fairs  were  also  well  kept. 

BURIALS. 

Under  Section  50  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  the  Departm 
made  arrangements  for  the  burials  of  5 adults  and  1 still-bom  child  dur 
the  year. 

CITY  MORTUARY. 

The  City  Mortuary,  Speygate,  continues  to  be  kept  in  a satisfact 
condition  under  the  control  of  this  Department. 

BURIAL  GROUNDS. 

The  three  burial  grounds  within  the  Burgh  are  kept  in  a satisfact 
condition  under  the  supervision  of  the  Superin tendant  of  Parks  i 
Cemeteries. 

PIGGERIES. 

Improvements  continued  to  be  made  at  piggeries  during  the  year  s 
they  were  all  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER,  195 

The  nine  premises  licensed  under  the  Order  were  inspected  and 
terms  of  the  Order  were  found  to  be  met. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

405  rats  and  175  mice  were  destroyed.  This  includes  51  rats  and  63 
_ce  at  business  premises,  329  rats  and  112  mice  at  dwelling  house  pro- 
rty,  25  rats  destroyed  at  Quarry,  Burghmuir. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  distributed  during  the  year  ending  31st 
-cember,  1958,  was  1,167,146,000  gallons,  which  figure  includes  a total 
46,675,000  gallons  supplied  to  Perth  County  Council. 

The  quantities  distributed  within  the  Burgh  were  as  follows  : — 

Metered  Supplies 310,928,000  gallons. 

Unmetered  Supplies  (Estimated  figure)  . 40,000,000  gallons 

Domestic  Purposes  .....  769,543,000  gallons 

The  quantity  shown  above  under  Domestic  Purposes  was  equivalent  to 
.3  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

DRAINAGE. 

The  following  new  sewers  were  laid  during  1958  : — 

Crieff  Road. 

18  in.  diam. — 181  lin.  yds. 

15  in.  diam. — 80  lin.  yds. 

12  in.  diam. — 10  lin.  yds. 

Letham. 

9 in.  diam. — 47  lin.  yds. 

Cleeve. 

9 in.  diam. — 400  lin.  yds. 

Burghmuir  Road. 

12  in.  diam. — 20  lin.  yds. 

9 in.  diam. — 90  lin.  yds. 

The  following  surface-water  drains  were  laid  : — 

Crieff  Road. 

15  in.  diam. — 56  lin.  yds. 

6 in.  diam. — 26  lin.  yds. 

Burghmuir  Road. 

9 in.  diam. — 90  lin.  yds. 

The  drains  of  all  new  houses  and  other  premises  were  subjected  to  the 
oke  test  by  the  Burgh  Surveyor’s  Department. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  ENQUIRIES. 

During  the  year  85  visits  of  enquiry  were  made  to  houses  in  which 
<es  of  infectious  disease  had  occurred  and  particulars  of  patients  an 
itacts  were  obtained.  40  notices  were  sent  to  Headmasters  of  schools 
arding  exclusion  periods  of  patients  and  contacts. 
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Tuberculosis  Disinfections.  Special  attention  is  given  to  houses  from 
which  cases  of  Tuberculosis  have  been  removed  to  Hospital  or  where 
deaths  from  the  disease  have  taken  place. 

26  houses  and  26  sets  of  bedding  were  disinfected  and  2 sets  of  bedding 
were  destroyed. 


FOOD  SUPPLY. 

Milk  Supply.  The  inspection  of  the  two  creameries  and  all  retail  premises 
was  carried  out  regularly  during  the  year.  Any  complaints  found  were 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  person  concerned  and  remedied,  the  various 
Acts,  Orders  and  Regulations  being  complied  with  generally. 

There  is  one  milk  producer  on  the  Register,  who  keeps  cows  for  the  sale 
of  milk  to  one  of  the  local  creameries.  The  premises  of  this  producer 
were  the  subject  of  regular  inspection  during  the  year. 

As  requested  by  the  Department  of  Health,  the  following  particulars  are1 
given. 

(a)  The  number  of  retail  purveyors  of  milk  . . . .56 

(b)  The  number  of  producers  and  wholesale  dealers  who  do  not  sell 

milk  by  retail  . . . . . . . .1 

(c)  The  approximate  average  number  of  cows  in  registered  premises  12 

(d)  The  number  of  dairies  exempt  from  registration  . . . — 

(e)  The  approximate  average  number  of  cows  in  premises  exempt 

from  registration  ........  — 

All  milk  sold  in  the  City  is  sold  under  special  designation. 

The  following  table  shows  the  approximate  quantities  and  percentage 
of  milk  sold  daily  within  the  City. 

Gallons  Percentage 


Pasteurised 

3,500 

78.65 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

540 

12.14 

Certified 

260 

5.84 

Tuberculin  Tested  . 

150 

3-37 

4,450 

100.00 

Pasteurisation  Plants.  There  are  now  two  creameries  which  pasteurise 
milk  in  the  City,  the  third  which  employed  the  batch  holder  method  ceased 
business  during  May.  The  creameries  produce  both  T.T.  (Pasteurised) 
and  Pasteurised  grades  of  milk.  Regular  sampling  and  inspection  were 
carried  out  during  the  year.  99.95  per  cent  of  the  bulk  supplies  coming 
into  the  creameries  for  pasteurisation  came  from  Tuberculin  Tested  Herds. 
One  creamery  has  in  fact  normally  100  per  cent  T.T.  milk  supply  while  the 
other,  the  larger  creamery  has  only  2 producers  sending  in  approximately 
30  gallons  per  day  of  undesignated  milk.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the 


•centage  of  undesignated  milk  being  sent  to  the  creameries  has  fallen 
adily  over  the  years. 

The  average  daily  production  of  the  combined  plants  in  the  Burgh 
> ! — 

Pasteurised  Milk  1 

T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk.  . f 5j100  gallons. 

>ttish  Milk  Testing  Scheme.  All  milk  supplies  coming  into  the  cream- 
's are  tested  by  experienced  milk  testers.  Any  failures  are  promptly 
ified  to  the  producers  concerned  and  as  a result  of  which  milk  standards 
maintained  at  a high  level. 

During  the  year  iio  samples  failed  the  Resazurin  Test  and  ioo  gallons 
*e  rejected  at  the  platform.  The  quantity  rejected  is  very  small  con- 
ering the  gallonage  dealt  with. 

nool  Milk.  Attention  is  given  to  school  milk  supplies  both  in  the 
ameries  and  at  the  school  and  regular  sampling  was  carried  out  during 
year. 

ILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  (SCOTLAND)  ORDER. 

7he  following  table  gives  the  results  of  the  bacteriologist’s  reports  on 
examination  of  graded  milk  : — 
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sting  of  Non-Designated  Milk.  In  accordance  with  the  Department 
health  Circular  No.  17/1947,  the  following  table  shows  the  results  of 
testing  of  non-designated  milk.  All  samples  were  submitted  to  the 
e count  and  coliform  tests  in  addition  to  the  Methylene  Blue  (Hiscox) 


ICE  CREAM. 

curing  the  year  registrations  were  granted  in  respect  of  2 premises  and 
Ihicle  and  the  registrations  of  2 premises  were  discontinued, 
t the  end  of  the  year  a total  of  9 premises  were  registered  for  the  manu- 
ure,  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  and  36  premises  and  5 vehicles  for 
itorage  and  sale  of  ice  cream. 

he  following  table  gives  the  results  of  samples  taken  during  the  year 
:hemical  examination  : — 


No.  of 
Sample 

Fat 

per  cent 

No.  of 
Sample 

Fat 

per  cent 

79 

6.59 

83 

5.84 

80 

5-93 

84 

7.98 

81 

7.71 

85 

11.53 

82 

7-33 

ne  average  fat  content  was  7.56  per  cent. 

ne  following  table  gives  the  results  of  samples  taken  during  the  year 
bacteriological  examination  : — 


o.  of 
mple 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

16 

7 

8 

!9 

0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

o 

3 

2 


ite  Count 

Coliform 

No.  of 
Sample 

Plate  Coun 



Absent 

23 

2,000 

— 

Absent 

24 

6,000 

62,000 

Absent 

25 

1,000 

6,000 

Absent 

26 

2,000 

7,000 

Absent 

27 

12,000 

52,000 

Absent 

28 

3,000 

2,000 

Absent 

29 

512,000 

1,500 

Absent 

30 

78,000 

3,000 

Absent 

3i 

5,000 

2,500 

Absent 

32 

2,000 

3,000 

Absent 

33 

9,000 

9,000 

Absent 

34 

488,000 

200,000 

Present 

35 

341,000 

4,000 

Absent 

36 

1,000 

2,000 

Absent 

37 

224,000 

18,000 

Absent 

38 

7,000 

28,000 

Absent 

39 

2,000 

5,000 

Absent 

40 

1,000 

3,000 

Absent 

4i 

1,000 

2,000 

Absent 

42 

15,000 

232.000 

844.000 

Present 

Present 

43 

1,000 

Coliform 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Present 

Absent 

Present 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Present 

Present 

Absent 

Present 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 
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INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Meat.  The  following  tables,  supplied  by  the  Superintendent  of  1 
Abattoir,  gives  particulars  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  Public  Abatt 
and  the  quantity  of  meat  condemned  there  during  the  year  : — 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  was  69,905.  Co: 
prising  of : — 

6,577  Bullocks,  32  Bulls,  580  Cows,  541  Heifers,  871  Calves,  ilv 
Sheep,  42,451  Lambs,  and  7,623  Swine,  which  in  comparison  with  retu 
for  1957  shows  an  increase  of  10  Bulls,  40  Cows,  43  Heifers,  4,54°  She 
and  934  Swine,  but  a decrease  of  21  Bullocks,  and  88  Calves,  an  ovei 
increase  of  5,458  animals. 

The  Tables  in  this  Report  show  in  detail  the  class  of  animals  slaughte: 
and  the  extent  of  which  disease  was  prevalent. 


WEIGHT  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED  AT  THE  ABATTOIR  DU 

ING  THE  YEAR. 


TABLE  5. 


Tons. 


Beef  ...  7 

Mutton  . . 3 

Pork  ...  1 

Veal  . — 

Offal  . . 15 


Cwts. 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

6 

2 

14 

6 

3 

9 

18 

— 

12 

9 

— 

12 

15 

— 

13 

Total  28  15  3 4 
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CYSTICERCUS  BOVIS. 

During  the  year  3 cases  of  Cysticercus  Bo  vis  were  discovered  in 
carcases. 

The  parasite  was  found  in  the  Masseter  Muscle  of  the  head  and  h 
muscle. 

The  Organs  were  condemned  and  the  carcases  detained  in  cold  stoi 
for  a period  of  three  weeks  at  a temperature  not  higher  than  20%  Fahrenl 

MEAT  GRADING. 

Perth  Abattoir  is  still  approved  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
Deadweight  Certification  Centre  under  the  Government  Fatstock  Gua' 
tee  Scheme,  and  office  accommodation  is  provided  for  the  Meat  Grade 

LAIRAGE  ACCOMMODATION. 

As  stated  in  my  Report  of  1957,  my  Council  put  forward  the  scheme 
larger  Lairage  accommodation  and  the  necessary  authority  has  now  1 
granted  from  the  Department  of  Health. 

The  work  has  now  commenced  on  the  building  and  should  be  compl 
before  the  heavy  slaughtering  periods  commence  in  1959. 
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UOKEIU  lilt  1EAR  ENDING  3m  DECEMBER,  1958. 
Classified  according  to  their  Sex. 

TABLE  1. 
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Diseases  necessitating  TOTAL  or  PARTIAL  destruction  of  Carcases  for  Year  ending  31st  December,  1958. 

TABLE  3. 
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LUNGS. 

Tuberculosis 
Abscess 
Pneumonia 
Pleurisy  . 

Cysts  .... 

Melanosis 
Adhesions 
Actinomycosis  . 

Emphysema 
Toxaemia 
Cyst.  Bovis 
HEARTS. 

Pericarditis 
Cyst.  Bovis 
Endocarditis 
BOWELS. 

Tuberculosis 
Johnes  Disease  . 

Enteritis  .... 
Adhesions 

Oedema  .... 
Inflamation 

Abscess  .... 
Pimply  Gut 
Carcinoma 
Cyst.  Bovis 

STOMACH. 

Tuberculosis 

Abscess  .... 
Actinomycosis  . 

Total  C/f. 
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TABLE  4 Cont. 


t OTHER  FOODS. 

Apart  from  meat  inspected  and  condemned  at  the  abattoir  the  following 
antities  of  unsound  foodstuffs  were  inspected,  surrendered  and  de- 
Iroyed  : — 


I 535  tins  Meat. 

6 tins  Ham. 
tins  Chicken. 

I1  44  lbs.  Sausage  Meat. 

14  lbs.  Haggis. 

9!  lbs.  Black  Pudding, 
ij  lb.  Bacon. 

3 tins  Frozen  Egg  (74  lbs.) 
379  tins  Soup. 

72  tins  Fish. 

12  stone  Smokies. 


1 19  tins  Tomatoes. 

400  tins  Vegetables. 

1,802  tins  Fruit. 

69  tins  Fruit  Juice. 

85  tins  Evaporated  & Condensed  Milk. 
14  tins  Cream. 

2 tins  Dried  Milk. 

20  tins  Jam. 

32  tins  Creamed  Rice. 

Other  Foods, 

47  tins,  7 pkts.  39  jars,  16  cartons. 


FOOD  HYGIENE. 

The  new  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  were  not  issued  by  the  end  of  the 
ar  but  improvements  continue  to  be  made  despite  the  lack  of  any  such 
:gulations. 

The  City  of  Perth  Co-operative  Society  opened  a new  self-service 
rocery  store  and  Fleshing  department  at  Rannoch  Road  and  the  U.C.B.S. 
lit  new  modem  bakery  at  Feus  Road.  The  latter  building  is  the  very 
est  of  its  kind  and  contains  bakery,  confectionery,  despatch  and  finishing 
Dm,  tray  and  tin  preparation,  flour  store,  cold  store,  weighing  and  issuing 
partments,  manager’s  office,  general  office,  worker’s  canteen,  kitchen, 
st-aid  room,  male  changing  room,  female  changing  room  and  rest  room 
th  adequate  sanitary  accommodation  and  washing  facilities.  Walls  are 
2d  to  a height  of  9 feet  with  floors  finished  in  granolithic. 


LICENSED  PREMISES. 

At  one  old  public  house  a new  urinal  and  wash-hand  basin  with  inter- 
ning ventilated  space  was  provided  off  the  bar  with  a w.c.  in  a separate 
artment. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  taken  under  the  above 

it. 
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Genuine 

Non- Genuine 

Total 

Formal 

In- 

formal 

Formal 

In- 

formal 

Formal 

In- 

forma 

T.  T.  (Pasteurised)  Milk  . 

— 

17 

— 

— 

— 

17 

Pasteurised  Milk 

— 

13 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Certified  Milk 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

IO 

T.T.  Milk 

i 

3 

— 

— 

X 

3 

Sweet  Milk 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Mince  .... 

9 

I 

i 

— 

10 

I 

Sausage 

4 

3 

i 

— 

5 

3 

Whisky  .... 

8 

i 

2 

— 

IO 

i 

Rum  .... 

i 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

Ice  Cream 

7 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

Scotch  Broth 

I 

— 

— 

i 

Cream  of  Mushroom  Soup 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Royal  Game  Soup  . 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Tomato  Soup 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Essence  of  Rennet  . 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Margarine 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Buttered  Gingers 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Fish  Fingers  . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Dripping 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Ground  Ginger 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Cheese  Spread 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Syrup  of  White  Pine 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Glace  Cherries 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Jersey  Cream  . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Shortening 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Fillets  of  Lemon  Sole 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Self  Raising  Flour  . 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Meringues 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Double  Cream  Caramels 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Baking  Powder 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Strawberry  Jam 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Double  Cream 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Lucozade 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Yoghourt 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Rissole  .... 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Pepsi-Cola 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Malt  Vinegar  . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Swiss  Toffee  . 

— 

I 

— 



— 

I 

Potted  Chicken 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Belfast  Ham 

— 

I 

— 



— 

I 

Full  Cream  Evap.  Milk  . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Beef  Suet 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Total  C/f.  . 

30 

84 

4 

— 

34 

84 
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Article 


B/f. 

imond  Flavour 
eer 

rrapefruit 
asserole  Steak 
'able  Jelly 
emon  Curd  . 
unny  Spread 
sanut  Butter 


weetened  Steam  Pudding 
ienna  Steaks 
ream  Caramel 
utter 

range  Juice  . 
oncentrated  Orange  Juice 
ational  Dried  Milk 
od  Liver  Oil 
hicken  Fillets 
rab  Paste 
uncheon  Meat 
eef  Steak  with  Gravy 
.armalade 
ire  Honey  . 
igar  Strawberries  . 
ack cherry  Jam 
aocolate  Liqueurs 
lopped  Fowl 
am  & Butter  Tablet 
round  Almonds 
incemeat 
it  Dried  Peel 
tted  Meat  . 
rol 

>d  Liver  Oil  Capsules 
spberry  Cough  Mixture 
arzipan  Substitute 


ttered  Cheese 
pro  . 
se  Hip  Syrup 
:nt  Jelly 


Total  . 


Ge 

nuine 

Non-( 

Genuine 

Total 
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In- 

formal 
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In- 

formal 

Formal 

In- 

formal 

1 M 1 1 II  1 1 1 1 1 II  II  IS 

84 

1 

2 
1 

1 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

4 

— 

34 

84 

1 

2 
1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 
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— 

1 

— 
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— 

— 
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— 

1 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

1 

30 

126 

4 

— 

34 

126 

PROSECUTIONS. 


\ sample  of  link  sausage  was  found  on  analysis  to  contain  730  parts  of 
phur  dioxide  per  million,  this  being  280  parts  of  sulphur  dioxide  per 
lion  in  excess  of  the  proportion  (450  parts  per  million)  allowed  by  the 
olic  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  (Scotland)  Regulations, 
;5  to  1953. 

. his  contravention  was  reported  to  the  Procurator  Fiscal.  A plea  or 
ity  was  tendered  on  behalf  of  the  firm  of  butchers  concerned  and  a fine 
"10  was  imposed. 
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A sample  of  mince  was  found  on  analysis  to  contain  410  parts  of  sulphur 
dioxide  per  million,  whereas  according  to  the  Public  Health  (Preservative; 
etc.  in  Food)  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1925  to  1953,  mince  during  the  month 
of  May  in  any  year,  should  not  contain  any  sulphur  dioxide. 

A plea  of  guilty  was  tendered  on  behalf  of  the  butcher  concerned  and  ; 
fine  of  £4  was  imposed. 

Two  samples  of  whisky  were  taken  from  club  premises.  Both  of  thest 
samples  were  from  bottles  labelled  70  degrees  proof.  In  one  case  thi 
sample  was  found  on  analysis  to  be  31.15  degrees  under  proof  which  wa 
1. 1 5 degrees  less  than  the  declared  strength  and  in  the  other  case  31.6: 
degrees  under  proof  which  was  1 .60  degrees  less  than  the  declared  strength 

These  contraventions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956 
Section  6 (1)  were  reported  to  the  Procurator  Fiscal. 

The  Procurator  Fiscal  informed  me  that  Crown  Counsel  considerei 
that  no  contravention  had  occurred  in  respect  that  the  Whisky  was  no 
exposed  for  sale. 

Following  representations  made  by  the  Town  Clerk  to  the  Procurato 
Fiscal,  however,  Crown  Counsel  reconsidered  the  cases  and  although  tw 
months  had  now  expired  and  under  Section  41  (2)  the  cases  were  time 
barred,  Crown  Counsel  directed  that  should  a suitable  case  be  reporta 
in  the  future,  the  matter  could  be  tested  in  Court. 

PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT,  1933- 

Premises  of  listed  sellers  of  poisons  under  Part  II  of  the  Poisons  Lis 
were  visited  and  advice  given  as  to  the  requirements  of  the  Act  and  Rule: 

FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926. 

Seven  informal  samples  of  fertilisers  were  taken  during  the  yea 
All  the  samples  agreed  with  the  statements  of  guarantee  within  the  limfl 
of  variation  as  laid  down  in  the  Regulations. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  new  gents’  convenience  at  the  North  Inch  was  completed  durifl 
the  year  and  the  old  obsolete  convenience  was  demolished. 

The  amount  collected  from  the  coin-operated  locks  during  the  year  wj 
£1,538  16  3 as  compared  with  £1,643  9 3 in  1957.  The  amount  collectc 
from  the  Ladies’  Conveniences  was  £1,253  7 5 and  £285  8 10  from  th 
Gents’. 
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I am, 

My  Lord  Provost,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

WM.  McBRYDE,  F.R.S.H., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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